Back in Time - 35 - Joseph Stevenson's Diary - 1933

by John Rabbitt

Among the documents Sameera discovered in her loft while renovation work was underway at
her new house was a diary written in 1933 by Joseph Stevenson, the owner of the house (see
Back in Time - 25). Joseph was 52 years old in 1933 when he wrote this diary.

The first thing to note is that the diary is very small measuring 2.75 inches x 4 inches (7cm X
10cm). The diary is incredibly fragile and great care was needed when photographing the diary.
The writing in ink is incredibly small, particularly on pages such as ‘List of Important Dates’.
One wonders what sort of fountain pen Joseph used.

| have photographed some of the standard diary information pages, many make interesting
reading, such as the ‘Notable Dates for 1933’ and the ‘Inland Postal Rates’. The ‘Table of
Income and Wages'’ is fascinating, very useful for deciding how much to pay your maid. In
1933, a manager would expect to earn £350 per year (19 shillings and tuppence farthing per
day), the average salary was £220 per year. In the 1930s the salary of women working in
comparable jobs was about 60% that of their male counterparts.

The page of Personal Notes and Train Services is interesting. | think Joseph worked in
Manchester so these would be the times of the ‘Up’ and ‘Down’ trains from Eccles to
Manchester in the morning and the return trains in the evening. Between 8am and 10am there
were 10 trains to Manchester; and in the evening there were 15 trains between 4:25pm and
6:45pm to Eccles. If only the train service today was as frequent.

The page ‘List of Important Dates’ includes family dates as well as the date Joseph purchased
his house. On the opposite page is a sketch of the house and land with the dimensions and the
area of the plot,1503 5/9 sg.yds., and the date, July 9t 1877. The typical information you find
on the deeds of a property of that age.

| have photographed a few weeks from the diary that shows what an active life Joseph led.
There are numerous entries not only for the Eccles Operatic Society but also the Swinton
Operatic Society. Masonic lodge meetings were very frequent, if there were no evening
appointments Joseph would write “in all night’. He was a very keen gardener, Sundays were
often “garden all day, church evening”. His holiday was spent in Prestatyn which included a
“Rail Cruise” to Caernarfon and Menai Bridge.

In the summer Joseph played a lot of tennis with friends. There was no mention of a tennis club
so perhaps he played on the tennis courts off Cavendish Road.

During the week of the 14th May Joseph was busy with auditions for the forthcoming operatic
production. There were also entries such as “Swinton Operatic Conducting”, | can only assume
Joseph was a competent musician and conductor.

This glimpse into Joseph Stevenson’s life through his diary shows how active and sociable life
must have been in Ellesmere Park in the 1930s.

My thanks to Sameera for sharing with us this amazing find from her loft.
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Information Pages

DRSNS l‘:‘“ . 24

INLAND POSTAL RATES. Etc.
(Full information is given in the Post Office Guide)

LETTERS.—Not above 20z, 13d. ¥ orev er y additional 2 oz.
or fraction of 2 oz. 3d.

Post CARDS.~Single, 1d. Stamp ; Reply, 2d.

SPECIAL RATES FOR SAILORS, SOLDIERS,AND A IR FORCE.—
Letters to H.M. Ships in Home Waters—the ordinary Inland
Rates apply to all kinds of Postal Packets, Lettersto H.M.
Ships and Forces Abroad—Not exceeding 1 oz. 14d., and 1d.
for every additional oz.

BoOK PosT (Printed Paper Rate).—Not above 2 oz, %d.
Every additional 2 oz. or fraction of 2 oz, 4d., up to 2 Ib.

NEWSPAFPERS.—Not above 6 oz. (single only) 1d.. 3d. every
additional 6 oz. or fraction of 6 oz. Two or more copies in
one packetcharged as if posted separately, Limit : 2 1b.

SAMPLE POST.~—Same Rates as for letters and varcels.

PARCEL PosT.—2 1b,, 6d.; 5 1b,, 9d.; 8 1lb., 1s. : 11 Ib.,
1s. 3d. Limit: 11 lb.; length, 3 ft. 6in.; length and
girth combined, 6ft. Securely packed. contain nothing
dangerous, etc. Letter may be enclosed. ' Parcel Post”
written left top corner. Subject to certain rules, compensa-
tion for loss or damage is given up to £2. Certificate of
posting should be obtained.

A certificate of postmg an unregxstered letter, post card or
other packet handed in at any Post Office can be obtained
for a fee of £d. |

INLAND TELEGRAMS.—12 words, including name and
address, 1s. ; 1d. for each additional word. Minimum charge
for Night Telegraph Letter, 36 words, 1s. Charges for Reply
Paid and Re-directed Telegrams are increased in proportion.

REGISTRATION AND COMPENSATION.—The feeis 3d. Sub-
ject to certain rules, compensation, with the 3d. fee, is given
up to £5; a 4d. fee, to £20 ; a 5d. fee, to £40 ; up to a fee of
1s. 11d. and £400 compensation. Unregistered letters, etc.,
containing coin are charged 6d.on delivery, less any amount
prepaid in excess of postage : no compensation is payable.

RE-DIRECTION.— Letters, etc., unopened can be re-directed
free up to day following delivery ; but parcels only when both
addresses are within the same town delivery area ; ail London
is regarded as one delivery area, :

MONEY ORDERS.—Not above £3,4d.; £10, 6d. ; £20,84.;
£30, 10d. ; £40,1s,

ThLEGRAPH MONEY ORDERS.—As ordinary, plus supp]e-
mentary fee of 2d. and cost of telegram (lowest charge, 1s.).

POSTAL  ORDERS.—6d. to 2s. 6d., 1d.: 3s. to 13s., 134d.:
15s.6d. to21s. 2d. each. Britishumserfomted PostageStamps,
not exceeding two. up to 5d. in value, may be affixed.
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NOTABLE DAYS for 1933.

New Year’s Day, Cemmemoration Day,
Bank Holiday (Scotiand; [Australia
Pheagant and Pariridge Shooting ends
Candlemas—=Scotch Qua.rter Day

Half-Quarter Day

Shrove Tuesday

Ash Wednesday
S8t. David’s Day
St. Patrick’s Day : Fig \
Lady Day ¢
Good Friday—Bank Holiday

. Kaster Day
 Baster Monday—DBank Hohdav

8t. George’s Duy = Shakespeare’s Birthday
Bank Holiday (Scotland}  Royal Academy
King George V Accession (1910) [opens
H.alf-Quarter Day

Scotch Quarter Day ‘

Impire Day (Victoria Day)
Asgcension Day ;

Queen Mary’s Birthday (1867)

Union Day (Union of South Afuca)

King George V Birthday (1865)

Whit Sunday

Whit Monday—Bank Holiday

Trinity Sunday

Midsummer

Dominion Day

Gun and Game Licences expire
Lammas—=Scotch Quarter Day

Bank Holiday

Half-Quarter Day

Grouse Shooting begins

Partridge Shooting beging

Jewish Year begins (5694

Michaelas Day

Pheasant Shooting begins

Foxhunting begins

Armistice Day (1918) Martinmas—8cotch
Half-Quarter Day [Quarter Day
St. Andrew’s Day

Christmas Day

Boxing Day
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