
Back in Time - 19 - Tax Office in Ellesmere Road 
 

by John Rabbitt 
 
Something not everybody knows, there was once a Tax Office in Ellesmere Park.  ‘Holcombe’, 

12 Ellesmere Road, was requisitioned during the war and used as a Tax Office.  I don’t know 

why Holcombe was chosen, perhaps, like many houses in Ellesmere Park, it may have been a 

rented house and was a convenient unlet property for the Government to requisition. 

I don’t know how long it was used as a Tax Office but it was obviously established long enough 

for the Post-War Tax Credit Certificates to be printed with the Holcombe address.  You may 

notice on the attached copy of a Certificate of Post-War Credit the house number ‘12’ was not 

included in the address.  Post-War Credit certificates were issued during the Second World War 

as recognition for the higher taxes paid by the public to support the war effort.  The additional tax, 

plus interest, was repaid by 1973 to most of those who had retained their certificates.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 Ellesmere Road - Holcombe in 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post-War Credit Certificate 



The previous owner of Holcombe, Peter Barnes (past secretary of the Residents’ Association), 

was very proud of the row of concrete slotted cycle supports in his back garden which were 

provided for the Tax Office staff working at Holcombe (library picture attached).  I can also 

remember Peter showing me labelled wooden storage racks in the cellar, erected to hold file 

boxes of tax papers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Concrete Cycle Support 
 

 

 

---- End of Article ---- 

 


