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Back in Time -  25 - Eccles Amateur Dramatic and Operatic Society 
 

by John Rabbitt 
 
Recently a new family moved into Ellesmere Park and, fortunately for us, they joined the 
Residents’ Association soon after moving in. While restoration work was being carried out on 
their new home, Sameera had what is best called an ‘Antiques Roadshow moment’. In the loft 
space workmen found some very old documents that give a fascinating insight into the life of a 
previous owner of the house who lived in Ellesmere Park in the 1930s.  
 
Among the documents found, which included a diary, was a programme for a production of The 
Student Prince, performed by the Eccles Amateur Dramatic and Operatic Society, for one week 
only, commencing Monday, March 16th 1936 at the Broadway Theatre in Eccles. As Sameera 
is an avid follower of the ‘Back in Time’ series she has very kindly offered the programme to me 
so we can all share a glimpse into the sophisticated side of life in Ellesmere Park in the 1930s. 
 
I initially thought I would scan a few pages of the programme but the more I looked at it I 
realised it was so unique I really should scan it in its entirety. 
 
A picture of the President of the Society, T. H. Gardner Esq., is on page 3 of the programme. 
Along with his four brothers, Thomas Henry Gardner was a director of L. Gardners and Sons. 
This engineering company was based at the Barton Hall Engineering Works in Patricroft and 
they were the world leaders in the manufacture of diesel engines. The company was founded by 
their father, Lawrence Gardner in 1868, initially making sewing machines. Thomas Gardner 
lived in a number of houses in Ellesmere Park including Brackley House at the junction of 
Sandwich Road and Ellesmere Road. Mr. Gardner died at his home in Cavendish House on 
Cavendish Road in December 1937, one year after this performance of The Student Prince.  
 
On the inside of the back cover is a list of performances by the Society from 1902 through to 
1935, continuous productions only interrupted by the First World War.  
 
One other amazing thing you will notice in the last three pages of the programme is the List of 
Members of the Operatic Society. On a rough count it numbers some 450 members, many of 
whom were the great and the good of Ellesmere Park. One of our EPRA members has 
identified both his father and grandfather on the List of Members, both of whom lived in 
Ellesmere Park.  
 
On a personal note I spotted a lady on the Members List who lived opposite to me when I lived 
in Northolt, West London in the 1960s. When this neighbour knew I was coming up to Salford in 
1965 to study at the RCAT (now the University of Salford) she said you must visit my parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Cotterill, at our family home on Rocky Lane, Monton.  I made many visits to this 
delightful couple who gave me an amazing insight into life in the 1920s in Eccles and Salford. 
Their daughter, Miss M. Cotterill on the Members List, is the very same person I knew as a child 
when I lived in Northolt.  
 
If anyone else recognises any names listed in the programme I would love to know. 
 
My thanks again to Sameera for sharing this fascinating document with us. 
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